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POLICE — DISTRICT BOUNDARIES REALIGNMENT 

231. Mr M.J. FOLKARD to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the announcement last week by Commissioner Dawson of the changes to the arrangements for 
metropolitan police. Can the minister outline to the house how these changes differ from the existing structure and 
how they improve on the discarded Frontline 2020 model, which was championed by the former police minister 
and the then Liberal–National government? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for the question. As a former police officer, he obviously maintains a very strong interest in 
policing and law and order issues. The member for Burns Beach was one of the people who got to live the so-called 
metropolitan operating model on a daily basis. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The member who asked the question is a former officer who was in charge of a metropolitan 
police station so he knows the impact of those changes on police officers, in particular, and the community. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! It is not a chat show! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The fact of the matter is that under the member for Scarborough’s leadership, the former 
government put before the community a policing model that failed the community. It tried an experiment in the 
south east metropolitan area. It trialled a new model of policing in which it broke policing into response teams and 
local policing teams. It then robbed other metropolitan districts of officers for a period while it conducted that trial. 
With more police officers, it said that it was a great model because it had driven down crime and improved response 
times. The government then rolled the model out everywhere on that basis. The only problem was that it was 
a labour-intensive model and did not deliver sufficient police officers to be able to make the model work. As 
a result, as people in this house will remember—the community certainly remembers it!—we saw double-digit 
increases in crime month after month. The WA Police Union president, George Tilbury, members of his board and 
other police officers continually advised of the stress that it put those front-line response teams under. As people 
are aware, when Commissioner Dawson took up the position, he did a complete and objective review. Having been 
out of the state for three years heading up the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission, he was able to come 
back with a fresh pair of eyes, look across the system and see how it could be improved. I think he was disappointed 
when he saw that police stations, including central, where he was superintendent in charge many years ago, had 
fewer police officers at their disposable than 10 or 15 years ago. That was a shame. 

Any members who talk to their constituents also know that the big metropolitan districts became way too large. 
Midland or East Metro was added with Perth or Central. Police officers were being dispatched from Wembley to 
Lesmurdie in the hills, then out to Ellenbrook or the valley. It made for some very lengthy response times. 
Response times blew out and crime went up. Under the new model, we have eight metropolitan districts, being 
Perth, Midland, Mirrabooka, Joondalup, Cannington, Fremantle, Mandurah and Armadale. It reinstates 
Mandurah’s status as a proper local policing district and, for the first time, Armadale will have its own policing 
district. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: That need has been known for years, but the former government failed to respond to it. 
When it targeted the south east metropolitan district for its trial, otherwise known broadly as Cannington district, 
it knew that it was the biggest and most problematic district. One reason is that it had two huge growth areas in 
it—one around Cannington and one around Armadale. This is a return to local policing.  

In conclusion, the Commissioner of Police has also taken the opportunity to focus on family and domestic violence 
in accordance with our government’s priorities. That will mean that each of those eight metropolitan policing 
districts will have front-line response officers dedicated to targeting the heinous crime of family and domestic 
assaults. 
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